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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. The communication is in response to the application filed 17 January 2002. It is 
noted that application claims the benefit of provisional application 60/318,664 filed 12 
September 2001. Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 
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Double Patenting 

3. Claims 1-24 of this application conflict with claims 1-27 of Application No. 
10/054664. 37 CFR 1 .78(b) provides that when two or more applications filed by the 
same applicant contain conflicting claims, elimination of such claims from all but one 
application may be required in the absence of good and sufficient reason for their 
retention during pendency in more than one application. Applicant is required to either 
cancel the conflicting claims from all but one application or maintain a clear line of 
demarcation between the applications. See MPEP § 822. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morag 
(2002/0062230). 

6. As per claim 1 , Morag teaches in a system for scheduling a set of tasks to be 
performed by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery, a method for 
providing a user interface for processing an event representing a change in 
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circumstances potentially affecting healthcare delivered to a patient (Morag; Abstract), 
comprising the steps of: 

in response to user command, initiating generation of at least one display 

image supporting (Morag; Pg. 2, Para. 15), 

identifying an event and an associated parameter (Morag; Pg. 2, Para. 15); 
Examiner interprets "educated query message" to be an "event." 
designating a predetermined process is associated with said identified event 
(Morag; Pg. 2, Para. 15); Examiner interprets "medical profiler" to be a 
"predetermined process." 

said predetermined process comprising a set of tasks to be performed by at 
least one individual to support healthcare delivery (Morag; Pg. 2, Para. 15), 
indicating said parameter is to be provided to said process in response to 
occurrence of said event (Morag; Pg. 2, Para. 15). 

7. As per claim 2, Morag teaches wherein said at least one display image 
supports designating an executable procedure is associated with said identified event 
and wherein execution of said procedure is initiated in response to occurrence of said 
identified event (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177). Examiner notes that the "flow diagram" 
depicts an "executable procedure." 

8. As per claim 3, Morag teaches wherein said at least one display image 
supports designating a second process, comprising a scheduled sequence of tasks to 
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be performed by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery, is associated 
with said identified event and determining said second process is to be at least one of, 
(a) replaced and (b) supplemented, by said predetermined process in response to 
occurrence of said identified event (Morag; pg. 11, Para. 186). 

9. As per claim 4, Morag teaches wherein said second process is supplemented by 
said predetermined process by at least one of the steps of, 

(a) adding said tasks of said predetermined process to tasks of said 
second process, and 

(b) substituting at least one of said tasks of said predetermined process 
for a task of said second process. (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181 and Figs. 3B and 4) 

10. As per claim 5, Morag teaches wherein said at least one display image supports 
designating a second process is to be at least one of, (a) replaced and (b) 
supplemented, by said predetermined process in response to occurrence of said 
identified event, said second process comprising a scheduled sequence of tasks to be 
performed by at least one individual to support healthcare delivery and is different to 
said predetermined process sequence of tasks. (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181, Morag; 
Pg. 1 1 , Para. 1 86 and Figs. 3B and 4) 
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11. As per claim 6, Morag teaches wherein said at least one display image supports 
designating predetermined parameter verification criteria is associated with said 
associated parameter (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181 and Figs. 3B and 4). 

12. As per claim 7, Morag does not expressly teach wherein said designated 
predetermined parameter verification criteria comprises at least one of, (a) a value 
range (b) a value type and (c) a parameter symbol check. However this is well known in 
the art. Examiner respectfully submits that Morag does teach workflow engine activities 
required to incorporate billing information (Morag; Col. 10, Para. 177). One of ordinary 
skill in the art would understand a value range to be included in billing information. 

13. As per claim 8, Morag teaches wherein said associated parameter is for use by 
multiple different process task sequences and is stored at a location available for 
access by said multiple different process task sequences (Morag; Figs 3B and 4). 

14. As per claim 9, Morag teaches wherein said step of designating said 
predetermined process is associated with said identified event comprises designating 
an instance of said predetermined process is associated with said identified event 
(Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181 and Figs. 3B and 4). 



15. As per claim 10, Morag teaches including the step of 
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searching a database containing records indicating active processes to identify 
active process instances of said predetermined process (Morag; Pg. 9, Para. 160). 

16. As per claim 1 1 , Morag teaches including the step of 

in response to user command via said at least one display image, storing at least 
one of, (a) an event identifier identifying said event, (b) a process identifier identifying 
said predetermined process and (c) an identifier identifying a particular instance of said 
predetermined process (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181 and Figs. 3B and 4). 

17. As per claim 12, Morag teaches, wherein 

said event comprises at least one of, (a) an event resulting from action by 
healthcare personnel, (b) an event generated by an operating process, (c) an event 
generated by patient monitoring equipment and (d) an event generated by a medical 
device (Morag; Pg. 10 Para. 177-181 and Figs. 3B and 4). 

18. As per claim 13, Morag teaches wherein 

said display image indicates to a user a mapping of a first label representing said 
event associated parameter used by said predetermined process to a corresponding 
second label representing said associated parameter used by a second process 
replaceable by said predetermined process upon occurrence of said event (Morag; Pg. 
12, Paras. 194 and 195). 
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19. As per claim 14, Morag teaches, wherein said first label is different from said 
second label (Morag; pg. 11, Para. 186). 

20. As per claim 15, Morag teaches wherein 

said at least one display image indicates individual tasks comprising said 
predetermined process (Morag; Pg. 12, Paras. 194 and 195). 

21. As per claim 16, Morag teaches wherein 

said at least one display image supports user designation of a particular 
individual task of said individual tasks and said predetermined process is initiated from 
said user designated particular individual task upon occurrence of said event (Morag; 
Pg. 12, Paras. 194 and 195). 

22. As per claim 17, Morag teaches wherein 

upon occurrence of said event, said predetermined process omits at least one 
task prior to said designated particular individual task (Morag; Pg. 12, Paras. 194 and 
195). 

23. Claims 18-24 repeat limitations taught by claims 1-17 and the reasons for 
rejection are incorporated herein 
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Conclusion 



24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle Linh-Giang Le whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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